
CANTON PROFESSIONAL EDUCATORS ASSOCIATION 

Paul Palomba, President 
EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP TEAM MEETING 

September 10, 2018 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER  

Vice President Lynne Watson, in lieu of the CPEA president’s absence, called the meeting of the Executive 
Leadership Team of the Canton Professional Educators Association to order on September 10, 2018 at 4: 30 
p.m. Randy Bifolchi moved to accept the agenda with flexibility. Jennifer Eberle seconded the motion. Motion 
passed.  

 

II. SECRETARY’S REPORT  

The following ELT members were in attendance:  

Randy Bifolchi   Cheryl Bissmeyer  Karen Brank     Jennifer Eberle  Darren Furno 
Spencer Geraghty  Bobbie Grimm   David Kliem     Cliff Lee   Sharen Lindberg 
Michelle Martin Jones  Tonya McKay   Jeff McKelley     Tamika Moss   Tina Riley 
Sandy Rosetta   David Schmidt   Jennifer Schott     Mary Vretas   Lynne Watson 
Kathryn Wengerd  Ted Woolums   Karen Zutali  

The following ELT members were not in attendance:  

* Geneva Parker  *Paul Palomba   *Denotes excused absence  

The secretary’s report was approved as submitted.  
 

III. CORRESPONDENCE 
A thank you was received from Dan Nero for the flowers sent in remembrance of his father-in-law.  

 

IV. TREASURER’S REPORT  

Treasurer Bobbie Grimm reported out on the Treasurer’s Report for August/September 2017-2018. She 
explained the updates to the report. Specifically the Ellen Schlabach scholarship fund is public relations 
collaborative and as such will be noted separately at the bottom under account balances.  
Randy Bifolchi made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report. Karen Brank seconded the motion. General 
discussion occurred concerning line 57000, documentation of various expenses, and how the service agreement 
is calculated. Motion passed.  
Treasurer Bobbie Grimm presented the CPEA operating budget for 2018-2019. She explained the budget was 
conservatively based upon 85% of last year’s membership. Tonya McKay motioned to accept the operating 
budget for 2018-2019 with the correction that the Ellen Schlabach scholarship fund total is $3,163. Jennifer 
Schott seconded the motion. Motion passed. 

 

V. PRESIDENT’S REPORT  

Political Advocacy: Vice President Lynne Watson clarified that CPEA is a pro-education association that 
supports candidates that are pro-education. CPEA is not affiliated with a political party. Members are 
encouraged to OEA Educators for Ohio website for information on how to become more politically active.  
Ken Harbaugh sent invites to his event on September 22nd. 
Signs available are available at CPEA for Ken Harbaugh and Lauren Friedman  

Night out on the 9th: Sharen Lindberg gave an extensive report on the upcoming event that is themed Night at 
the Races. Flyers will go out via BLRs. She reported that there is a need for subcommittees, baskets, and for 
help the day of the event.  

Committee Work: Lynne gave each committee its charge/assignment of work that needs done. It was stressed 
that MAC (Member Advocacy Committee) needs to be a continually active committee so teacher advocacy 
and teacher welfare will be combined into MAC. 

Updates and Miscellaneous: OEA/ECOEA Representative Assembly meetings will be held Dec1, 2018, Apr 6, 
2019 (at CPEA), and May 10-11, 2019. A sign-up sheet was circulated.  

 
VI. VICE-PRESIDENT’S REPORT  

It was acknowledged that many consider pets as family, but it was clarified that sick days are not to be used for 
pets as per the contract they are not listed as family members. Members should take special leave days for pet 
care/bereavement. General Discussion arose in regards that sending a scan of a doctor’s excuse via email 
makes it public record, and the need for a confirmation protocol if a hard copy is sent directly to Corey 
Grubbs. Also, for bereavement a medical excuse is not needed, however a need was expressed for an MOU 
that bereavement will not count against sick days  



 
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS  

1.  GRIEVANCE – Lynne reported that one grievance was submitted to committee, which voted not to send it 
to arbitration. The member wants to appeal the decision to OEA.  

2.  MEMBERSHIP – Sandy Rosetta reported membership is in process of collecting forms from each school.  

3.  LEGISLATIVE – Tina Riley reported that OEA Congressional District #7 met on August 13, 2018 to 
screen for congress. The committee screened Ken Harbaugh that evening. Bob Gibbs cancelled his 
appointment time. The committee sent its recommendation to NEA for approval. The committee would like to 
have a town hall meeting with candidates on October 15th.  

4.  NEGOTIATIONS – no report  

5.  SCHOLARSHIP – Sharen Lindberg reported the committee is beginning to look at current CPEA 
scholarships to see if any updates need to be made. The committee will, also, begin looking at creating a new 
scholarship in memory of Ellen Schlabach.  

6.  PUBLIC RELATIONS/WEBSITE – Darren reported that commercials during all Stark football and 
basketball games have begun. Total cost to CPEA is $2800.00 which works out to $20-$30 per commercial. 
The commercials emphasize that CPEA teachers are here every day for students and that we give back to the 
community (Arts in Stark, Scholarships). The committee is working on verbiage for details of the mission, 
details about scholarships awarded, and a list of community partners.  

7.  TEACHER WELFARE – no report  

8.  CONSTITUTION/ELECTIONS – Lynne reported that the committee would need a release day. She will 
send out a form of possible dates and times to committee members.  

9.  PACE – no report  

10.  LPDC/INSERVICE – No report.  

11.  BUILDING AND FACILITIES – no report  

12.  MAC COMMITTEE – Jennifer Eberle reported the committee is going to get a new member list from 
Linda to write welcome notes to them, send the lists to BLRs so they can support the new members, and 
prepare an updated form for contact information using Remind. The committee is considering new shirts, 
reinstating CPEA buddies, and creating new floor plans. Finally, the committee is unsure of the Maize Valley 
this year and time is short for planning the event.   

13.  AUDIT COMMITTEE – Bobbie Grimm reported the committee would meet the second week in October 
2018.  

14.  RETIREES – Sandy Rosetta reported the annual retirees picnic was August 15, 2018 at Arboretum Park. 
There were fifty retirees in attendance.  

15.  UNISERV – no report  
 
VIII. OLD BUSINESS  

 
IX. NEW BUSINESS 

General discussion occurred about the use of the PR collaborative fund.  
An ELT member brought forth a concern from a YES teacher regarding how that position is to be evaluated. 
General discussion followed concerning the job description and other aspects of the position.  

 
X. ADJOURNMENT 

Karen Brank motioned to adjourn. Ted Woolums seconded the motion. Motion passed. The meeting was 
adjourned at 6:09 p.m.  
 

Respectfully submitted,  
Karen Zutali  

CPEA Secretary 
 


