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I. CALL TO ORDER 
President Paul Palomba called the meeting of the Building Leadership Representative Assembly of the Canton 
Professional Educators Association to order on November	11,	2019, 2019 at 4:30 p.m. Tina Riley motioned to accept 
the agenda with flexibility and Nicole Kosenski seconded the motion. Motion approved. 

 

II. SECRETARY’S REPORT 
The following ELT members were in attendance: 
Randy Bifolchi Karen Brank Jen Eberle Darren Furno 
Spencer Geraghty Ali Granito Sharen Lindberg Tonya McKay 
Jeff McKelley Brian Mishak Tamika Moss Paul Palomba Geneva Parker 
Kevin Princehorn Tina Riley Sandy Rosetta Jennifer Schott Tracey Smith 
Lynne Watson Ted Woolums Karen Zutali   
The following ELT members were not in attendance (*Denotes reported excused absence): Cheryl Bissmeyer *, Mark 
Holshu*, Paul Soska* 

 

Tonya McKay motioned to accept the secretary’s report from the October 2019 meeting. Brian Mishak seconded the 
motion. Motion passed. 

 

III. CORRESPONDENCE – No report 
 

IV. TREASURER’S REPORT 
Treasurer Darren Furno reported out on the Treasurer’s Report for November 2018-2019. Darren announced the issues 
with Key Bank are rectified. He explained the miscellaneous income and pointed out account balances. He clarified 
the expense from the public relations line was the Palace sponsorship approved last month. Karen Brank made a 
motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report. Amanda Gillespie seconded the motion. Motion passed. 

 

V. PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
1. Heather Huthmacher circulated (to Stark County residents who wished to sign it) a petition and one page summary 

to get universal background check loopholes put on the ballot. 
2. ELT Appointments–The ELT unanimously voted for Andrea McSherry (Aim) and Paul Soska (Gibbs).  
3. New TBT Process Feedback: Paul explained that CPEA disseminated information to members ahead of what 

principals may know or understand, and shared that several principals are experiencing “growing pains” and have 
reverted back to prior practices. Central administration has addressed this issue with at least two schools’ leadership. 
Regarding the high school’s TBT time issue, nothing has changed or been decided yet. A panel will meet November 
13, 2019 at 3:00 p.m. at CPEA to deliberate the issue. Paul strongly urged the BLRs to stop the talk that high school 
teachers will have to report at 6:30 a.m. The panel minutes will be made available.  

4. Superintendent Lunches: Paul reported that a frequent topic has been the elementary schools configuration with 
parents 3-1 and teachers 2-1 in favor of K-5 (via a survey).  

5. Updates and Miscellaneous: Paul discussed the moratorium on HB 70 and academic distress commissions. 
Legislators are discussing changing the report card. Paul and Ross May presented to Ohio 8 and the Ohio School 
Board Association regarding restructuring the report card based on the strategic plan from ODE with social-
emotional learning and academic measures and by grouping similar districts into quintiles. Other measures would 
include closing the gap, and opportunities given to minorities (e.g. CCP, arts, PK, et al). Senator Kirk Schuring and 
Representative Don Jones (chair of house education committee), and Scott DiMaura (OEA president) were also 
presented the information. Finally, Ross May has been invited to speak to the report card committee. 

 

VI. VICE-PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
1. Paul gave a legal update from the ECOEA Legal Update meeting, and asked BLRs to put a hardcopy of the 

“Licensure Code of Professional Conduct for Ohio Educators” in their teacher’s lounges. Andrea McSherry 
reminded all that a parent or student should not have a teacher’s personal cell number. Discussion followed. Paul 
explained that a clear pattern of behavior is two instances at any time (at once or with intervening time). He 
emphasized that ODE maintains there should be no contact with students outside of the classroom. Finally, teachers 
are mandatory reporters and if something is reported to you about another teacher or student, you must report it to a 
supervisor immediately.  



	

2. Operation Christmas Sunshine: Paul explained that CPEA adopts families for Christmas (approximately 40).  
3. Children’s Party reminder December 14, 2019 at Lehman 
4. Appreciation Drawing ($50 gas card): PK2 - Nicky Randazzo, Allen; Tina Riley, Harter 3-5 - Katie Welch, Mason; 

Patrick Parrish, Belden MS - Christine Green Lehman; Danielle Turner, Lehman HS - Heather Huthmacher 
McKinley, Theresa Singer McKinley Downtown 

 

VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
1. GRIEVANCE – Paul reported that there are no grievances at this time.  

 

2. MEMBERSHIP – Sandy Rosetta reported we have 731 members. 
 

3. LEGISLATIVE – no report 
 

4. NEGOTIATIONS – no report 
 

5. SCHOLARSHIP – Spencer reported the fundraiser date is March 7, 2020 at Knassas center with additional space 
and amenities. The goal is 400 attendees. There will be formal save the date cards. Nothing Bundt Cakes (owner 
Kenny Peterson, McKinley graduate) will be dessert. Cost is $30. The committee meets again November 11, 2019.  

 

6. PUBLIC RELATIONS/WEBSITE– Paul reported 39 commercials aired endorsing Eric Resnick and Mark Dillard. 
 

7. TEACHER WELFARE –Tonya McKay reported on the children’s Christmas Party on December 14, 2019 at 
Lehman. Volunteers are needed. Contact Tonya if interested.  

 

8. CONSTITUTION/ELECTIONS – Jennifer Eberle reported that the constitution revision is being proofread. Next 
steps are to hold a general assembly where members will to get a copy, and the rationale for the revisions are 
explained followed by a question and answer session. After the general assembly, the next BLR meeting will 
provide time for further questions and concerns. Voting on the constitution will take place 30 days from when 
members received their copies, which the committee expects to take place in mid-February. Discussion followed.  

 

9. PACE – no report 
 

10. LPDC/INSERVICE – no report 
 

11. BUILDING AND FACILITIES – Darren reported on the motion from the ELT to move $3000 from public relations 
line 56100 into the repairs and maintenance line 55000 for outside parking lighting. Discussion followed. Andrea 
McSherry moved to move $3000 from public relations into the repairs and maintenance for outside parking lighting 
and Jeff McKelley seconded. Discussion followed. Motion passed. Discussion followed regarding having an 
electronic key pad/key fob for member entry from back door.  

 

12. MAC COMMITTEE – no report 
 

13. AUDIT COMMITTEE – no report 
 

14. RETIREES – no report  
 

15. UNISERV – Tina Riley reported Uniserv meets next week. 
 

VIII. OLD BUSINESS: 
 

IX. NEW BUSINESS: 
Amanda Gillespie presented CS Code Girls event to be held December 17, 2019 at Walsh University at which 
approximately 120 girls and 10 staff from the district will attend. She requested that CPEA sponsor t-shirts and code 
drones for each teacher who brings a group of girls. Paul inquired about operational. Geneva Parker motioned that we 
give CS code girls $1000 from the collaborative fund. Tamika Moss seconded. Motioned passed. Discussion followed 
regarding use of collaborative monies for member projects.  

 

X. FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER:  
Paul recognized Ali Granito for being the Canton City Schools teacher of the month for October. 

 

XI. ADJOURNMENT: Nicole Kosenski motioned to adjourn. Karen Brank seconded the motion. The meeting was 
adjourned at 5:46 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  
Karen Zutali 
CPEA Secretary 


